
    One. What the Container Promises

    A book in a box makes exactly three promises. It promises that the first thing inside announces what the box is. It promises that a small file in a known place says where the real index lives. It promises that the index lists everything a reader will be asked to open.

    Break any one of those and a reader has to guess. Some readers guess well and some refuse, and the difference between them is invisible until a book arrives that tests it.


    Two. What the Reader Owes

    In return, a reader owes the book its stated order. If the index says a page comes second, it comes second. If the index says a page is reachable but not part of the sequence, it stays out of the sequence until someone follows a link to it.

    That obligation sounds obvious written down. It is the first thing dropped by an implementation in a hurry, and it is the reason a book of endnotes sometimes reads as a book of interruptions.


    Three. What Neither Side Can Assume

    Neither side may assume a direction of reading, a byte width for a character, or that an image will arrive at the size it was drawn. A book set right to left is not a damaged book set left to right. A title written in characters above the basic plane is not a title that failed to load.

    Everything after this chapter is a small, deliberate test of one of those assumptions - and each of them has been assumed, in production, by software that shipped.
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